









































































































































































































































































































































Andre J. Audet P.Eng.
2580 Crystal Drive
Courtenay, BC
Canada, V9N 9K1

Email: andre@audet.ws
Tel: 1 250 338 8809

October 28, 20019

Ms. K.V. Tarnai-Lokhorst, P.Eng.
President And Registrar; EGBC
200-4010 Regent Street,
Burnaby, BC, V5C 6N2

Dear Ms. Tarnai-Lokhorst
In compliance with the Code of Ethics Guidelines (Code); specifically;

Principle 1: hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public, the
protection of the environment and promote health and safety within

the workplace, and

Principle 9: report to their association or other appropriate agencies any
hazardous, illegal or unethical professional decisions or practices by
engineers, geoscientists, or others,

the writer hereby submits the following concern regarding a potentially life-threatening situation, of which
authorities, having been repeatedly advised, and have systematically ignored or dismissed.

Hazard

A provisionally constructed impoundment retaining the seasonal flow of Mayfly Creek, built in the distant
past, and modified recently to serve objectives in support of the DFO and other interested parties, and
which is described in the attached report (Report), is in an advanced state of deterioration, and will
threaten life and property should it fail catastrophically.

Notifications

The writer formally notified authorities of concerns in 2012, at which time no response was received from
the three levels of government advised. The attached Report, submitted in February of 2019 was
similarly ignored.

Ownership Issues

The dam in question is entirely confined within boundaries on lands owned by the writer, and the
waters/sediments retained therein are confined within it and a neighbouring property. Ownership of the
dam complex, which extends over more than two hundred metres, falls to Provincial and Regional
Governments by virtue of overriding covenants providing same with exclusive rights and obligations for
the management thereof.

Water Sustainability Act

The recent Water Sustainability Act contains criteria that rank dams according to the hazards they
present, and requires that those meeting certain standards be monitored. The dam system at issue
exceeds minimal requirements for monitoring and would also appear to rank as an elevated hazard.

Government Ministry and Agency Responses
None of the Government Ministries responded to the writers February 2019 Report, though the covering
letter requested a formal acknowledgement of reception. Repeated requests for same, some forcefully


mailto:andre@audet.ws

(see attached letter to the Attorney General of BC) produced response only from the Attorney General and
the DFO. There has been no response from ‘Regional District’ or the ‘Ministry of Lands Forests etc.’

This not withstanding, the Dam Safety Division, which falls under the Ministry of Lands, Forests etc.,
responded casually in March of 2019 (attached Exibit A) in which Mr. Baldwin indicates his interest in
examining the site. There was no further contact with that division until late August, at which time Mr.
Baldwin invited the writer to an informal meeting to discuss unspecified concerns he and/or his associates
may have been contemplating (Exibit B). To this, the writer has respectfully declined, predicated on
having no additional technical information he might be qualified to offer, and on the wish to avoid the legal
entanglements or perils that such a meeting might precipitate. Further, as there is no evidence that the
site was examined during the intervening six months, and Mr. Baldwin clearly states that his offices have
made no progress on the file (Exhibit C), any such meeting would seem to be without merit. Moreover, it
is certain that at no time has the writer received a request for permission to enter the property from any of
the intervening parties, thus further supporting the absence of progress in the investigation.

Current Status

Following a dry summer, seasonal flows in Mayfly Creek resumed in late September, and water levels
within the impoundment are now sufficient to cause weeping and piping at several locations. On October
26", discharge from piping, measured by a weir located at the south end of the system, recorded a flow
rate of 120 gpm.

The writer believes this to be evidence of progressive failure, and that the now fully saturated impounding
soils retaining the water saturated organic-rich sediment accumulation contained, present a risk of
catastrophic failure if impacted by a significant seismic shock. Total load may exceed 1m tonnes, and
would threaten homes, local roads and a highway down-gradient.

While my personal liability is largely limited by advisories made to appropriate authorities, it remains my
responsibility under the Engineering Act (Code) that you be fully appraised of my concerns. Legal
burdens not withstanding, it concerns me deeply that Government officials and their agencies failed to
acknowledge reception of an advisory regarding a threat to life and property, and, even more concerning
is their collective failure to engage in taking timely actions with respect to it. Accordingly, | ask that you
intervene under provisions of the Engineering Act.

This letter-report is provided to your offices by email with supporting documents as digital attachments,
and by Canada Post without the voluminous attachments.

Respectfully Submitted,

A T

André J. Audet P.Eng.

cc J. Wilkinson; DFO
D. Donadson; FLNR
M. Babchuk; SRD
J. Baldwin; FLNR:EX
D. Eby; Attorney General


















Subject:

RE: proposed meeting regarding Mayfly Creek
From:

"Baldwin, John FLNR:EX" <John.Baldwin@gov.bc.ca>
Date:

2019-09-17, 3:25 p.m.

To:

"andre@audet.ws™ <andre@audet.ws>

CC:

"Lapcevic, Pat FLNR:EX" <Pat.Lapcevic@gov.bc.ca>

Andre — further to your letter and e-mail dated September 13th 2019
regarding Mayfly Creek ,

- 1 still offer to meet
without prejudice with you during the week of September 28th 2019 here
in Nanaimo. As I will be away for the next four weeks, 1 ask that you
contact Pat Lapcevic (FLNRORD West Coast Water Protection Section Head
at 250 -751- 3149) to confirm a suitable day during that week to meet.

John Baldwin

Dam Safety Officer
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